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of lectures, classes, concerts, and other gatherings, all of
which go towards expenses.
In Berlin the Socialists carry on a Workmen's Improvement
Schools which conducts evening classes throughout the winter
months, in which instruction is given on subjects like political
economy, sociology, German jurisprudence, the history of litera-
ture^ history, and rhetoric, while special courses of lectures are
held for advanced students. A whole course of lessons or lectures
costs a sMEing. The classes begin at 9 p.m. and last an hour
and a hall " In accordance with its device, * Knowledge is
poweij and power is knowledge/ " writes the latest report, " the
Workmen's Improvement School endeavours in a certain sense
to make good the wrong done to the workers by the dominant
class, in that it confines the elementary school to the absolutely
necessary subjects." That may or may not be a just criticism,
yet the popularity of the school proves the workers' desire for a
knowledge beyond that with which the primary school sends
them out into the world.
Birring the year 1906-7 1,705 persons attended the various
classes* and of this number only 148 were below the age of 20
yearss 1,056 were between 20 and 30 years, 248 between 80 and
40, and 50 above 40 years. There were 404 metal workers, 145
wood workers* 81 bricklayers, 74 painters, 71 book printers, and
other classes of workmen largely represented were shoemakers,
carpenters, paperhangers, tailors, smiths, saddlers, carvers,,
bookbinders* lithographers, wheelwrights, turners, gardeners,
bakers* besides from one to four representatives of another
hundred manual occupations.
In  the   same   way   the   General  Workmen's   Educational
Institute at Leipzig holds during the winter and spring months
regular courses of instruction, lasting from one and a half to
two years,, in political economy, history, and social legislation.
Most  of  the lectures are given on Sundays, and the others
on week-day evenings-     There is no charge for the classes,
but it is required that the students shall belong to the political
oy labour organisations of the Social Democratic party.    In
addition public lectures on economic and  social subjects are
dining the winter, and labour libraries are accessible to
people in various parts of the town.    A further branch
of the Institute's work is the holding of high-class theatrical